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SC to EC: List Bengal voters
with ‘logical discrepancy’

10 More Days
Granted For
Furnishing Docus

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As almost 1.4
crore Bengal votersface “log-
ical discrepancy” notices re-
quiring submission of docu-
mentary proof, Supreme
Court ordered Election Com-
mission (EC) on Monday to
display thelist of such people
in panchayat and block offic-
es, and gave them 10 days to
furnish documents to estab-
lish their credentials for in-
clusion in the state electoral
roll.

Giventhesize of workand
incidence of violence
against EC officials conduct-
ingthe special intensiverevi-
sion (SIR) of theelectoralroll
ahead of assembly elections
in Bengal, a bench of CJI Su-

> Abusive language against
an SC or ST person by itself
not offence under SC/ ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.
Abuse has to be ‘by caste
name’, in public view | P 7

> SC directs MP govt to
decide in 2 weeks on sanction
to prosecute minister Kunwar
Vijay Shah for making

remarks targeting Col Sofiya
Qureshi after Sindoor

» Delhi HC quashes 2016
income tax notices to NDTV
founders Prannoy & Radhika
Roy, asks dept to pay 1L each
to both for harassment | P 7
» Court convicts man for
2018 murder bid though he
did not use the weapon, as
common intent proved

rya Kant and Justices Dipan-
kar Datta and Joymalya Bag-
chi asked the state to provide
manpower as required by EC
anddirected the director gen-
eral of police to ensure main-
tenance of law and order for
smooth conduct of thedrive.
Having two judges from
West Bengal on the bench
helped the court understand
peculiarities associated with
the state and appreciate ar-
guments of senior advocate
Kalyan Banerjee, who com-
plained that EC is not accept-
ing state board examination

admit cards, in which only
the date of birth of a person
is recorded, as a documen-
tary proof for age.

Justice Datta said since
the state education board
does not record the date of
birth in the certificate issued
after passing the examin-
ation, EC must consider the
admit card as documentary
proof. EC counsel Rakesh
Dwivedi assured that the
commission would take nec-
essary corrective steps.

»Child marriage, P 6



BJP, EC colluded to delete voters: Cong

Times NEws NETWORK

Jaipur: Senior Rajasthan
Congress members Monday
accused the ruling BJP of
large-scale tampering with
electoralrolls in the state, al-
leging the involvement of
Union home minister Amit
Shah and BJP national gene-
ral secretary B L Santosh,
and claiming collusion with
Election Commission offici-
als during the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) process.
Addressingapress confe-
rence in New Delhi, Rajast-
han Congress president Go-
vind Singh Dotasra and Lea-
der of Opposition Tikaram
Jully said the draft voter list
published after the SIR cate-
gorised around 45 lakh peo-
ple as absent, transferred or
deceased, with objections in-
vited until Jan15. Dotasraal-
leged that the process chang-
ed after Santosh’s Rajasthan
visitonJan3and Shah’s stay
on Jan 13. He claimed that
“fake, computer-generated
forms” were printed consti-

Raj Cong chief Govind Singh
Dotasra and LoP Tikaram Jully at
a presser in New Delhi Monday

tuency-wise and distribu-
ted, and that the deletion dri-
ve was accelerated between
Jan 3 and 13, targeting cons-
tituencies where Congress
had won.

Citing Election Commis-
sion data, Dotasra said BJP’s
937 Booth Level Agents
(BLAs) submitted applica-
tions between Dec 17 and Jan
14 to add 211 names and delete
5,694names, while Congress’s
110 BLAs submitted applica-
tions to add 185 names and de-
lete two. He further alleged
that 10,000 to 15,000 compute-
rised forms with forged BLA
signatures were printed per
assembly constituency.



Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday expressed concern
over the “stress and strain”
faced by ordinary voters who
have received notices under the
special intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in West Ben-
gal, asitissued a slew of direc-
tions to the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) and
reminded the poll body that a
core objective of the exercise
was to ensure that no eligible
voter is left out.

“See the strain and stress
going on for ordinary people.
Over one crore (10 million) peo-
ple have been issued noti-
ces...we are going to pass some
orders,” observed the bench,
led by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, emphasizing that
while corrective measures in
electoral rolls were permissi-
ble, the process must be trans-
parent and voter-friendly.

The bench, also comprising
justices Dipankar Datta and
Joymalya Bagchi, was hearing

O Hindustan Times

SCflags voters' ‘stress’ in
WB SIR; notice sent to EC

SUPREME COURT

See the strain and stress going
on for ordinary people. Over
one crore (10mn) people

have been issued notices...

we are going to pass

some orders

HT

a batch of petitions challenging
the SIR process in the poll-
bound state.

Taking note of concerns
raised by petitioners over the
manner in which notices citing
“logical discrepancies” were
issued, the court directed ECI
to publish the list of persons to
whom such notices have been
sent. These lists must be dis-
played at panchayat and block
offices to ensure transparency.

The bench recorded that
around 1.25 crore (12.5 million)
notices had been issued flag-
ging discrepancies such as
spelling variations in names,
low age gap between parents
and children, and instances
where parents were shown as
having more than six children.

To reduce hardship, the
court clarified that affected vot-
ers would be entitled to submit
documents or objections

through authorised agents,
including Booth Level Agents
(BLAs), appointed through a
written authorisation bearing a
signature or thumb impres-
sion.

Responding to apprehen-
sions that voters were being
compelled to travel long distan-
ces, the bench directed that
offices for submission of docu-
ments and objections be set up
at panchayat bhavans or block
offices. If documents were
found unsatisfactory, election
officials were directed to grant
an opportunity of hearing to
people, which could also be
attended by the authorised
agent.

Additionally, the court
ordered officials to issue a
receipt or certification
acknowledging submission of
documents or conduct of hear-
ings, observing that this would
serve as proof for voters that
they had complied with the
process.

On its part, the state govern-
ment was directed to ensure

continued on-9
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targeting, Dotasra alleged, with
form: i

letters@hidustantimes.com

JAIPUR: The Congress on Mon-
day accused the top BJP leader-
ship of orchestrating large-scale
manipulation of Rajasthan’s
voter lists under the special
intensive revision (SIR) process.
The party alleged that such
manipulation predominated in
assembly seats the Congress
won in the last assembly elec-
tions.

Rajasthan Congress president
Govind Singh Dotasra and leader
of opposition Tikaram Jully
addressed a press conference at
the All India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) headquarters in Delhi.

Dotasra alleged that the SIR
exercise proceeded smoothly
until January 3, after which a
“secret plan” took effect. He
claimed BJP national general
secretary (organisation) BL San-
thosh held a meeting in Jaipur
on January 3, where the “plan”
hatched.

Dotasra further alleged that
the BJP carried out the operation
between January 3 and January
13, working behind the scenes.
“Fake computerised forms were
printed assembly-wise. After
Amit Shah’s visit, BIP MLAs and
candidates were called and given
pen drives. From the evening of
January 13 to January 15, thou-
sands of forms—10,000 to 20,000
in some constituencies—were
submitted to delete voter
names,” he alleged.

Assembly segments where the
Congress won received specific

todelete names
of voters from particular sec-
tions. Healso alleged that forged
signatures of booth level agents
(BLAs) appeared on them.

“In my own assembly constit-
uency, over 2,000 fake forms
were brought, but the sub-divi-
sional magistrate (SDM) refused
to accept them. BLAs themselves
said the signatures were forged,”
he claimed.
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BJP tampered with rolls under SIR: Cong

The state Congress p:
alleged that thousands of forms
reached districts despite clear
instructions from chief electoral
officer Naveen Mahajan against
bulk submissions. He claimed
13,882 forms arrived in
Jhunjhunu, 16,276 in Mandawa
and 1,478 in Khetri, witharound
140,000 registered till January
15. “BJP BLAs are now saying
they never signed these forms,”
he added.

Dotasra also alleged that BJP
leaders pressured booth level
officers (BLOS) to share OTPs for
fake additions and deletions. “I
can provide proof of BLOs being
asked for OTPs,” he alleged. He
urged officials to resist political
pressure, act strictly per law, and
called on Congress workers to
stay vigilant and monitor SIR
proceedings at the SDM level.

Leader of opposition Tikaram
Jully demanded a forensic inves-
tigation into the alleged fake
forms. He claimed all forms
appeared printed at a single, cen-
tralised location, then distrib-
uted through BJP leaders, MLAs,
candidates and ministers to SDM

offices. “The Election Commis-
sion and the Supreme Court
must order a forensic probe to
identify where these forms were
printed and who supplied them,”
Jully said.

Jully highlighted that on Jan-
uary9, BJP's 126 BLAs i

Govind Singh Dotasra and Tikaram Jully at the AICC
headquarters in Delhi on Monday.

HTPHOTO

names.
Jully questioned the basis of
extending the SIR timeline
when no SDM, collector or elec-
tion official sought more time.
He alleged BLOs and teachers
faced transfers for refusing ille-
gald ds, with i

applications to delete just four
names, but by January 16, 2,133
BJP BLAs filed applications seek-
ing deletion of 18,896 names.
“What changed overnight after
Shah’s visit that deletion applica-
tions ran into thousands?” he
asked. He alleged agencies pre-
pared computerised forms ona
large scale.

Many deletion forms lacked
signatures or mobile numbers,
Jully noted, questioning their
bulk acceptance. The Congress
would file FIRs in fraud cases
and approach courts over the
“SIR manipulation”, he said. At
least 10 BJP BLAs submitted
written statements claiming
forms filed fraudulently in their

following Congress objections.

He called the exercise a “Con-
gress Voter Removal (CVR) cam-
paign”, saying the BJP resorted
to such tactics fearing electoral
defeat.

Delays in panchayat and
urban local body elections, plus
SIR use, formed a broader strat-
egy to weaken Rajasthan’s dem-
ocratic processes, Jully alleged.

Jully issued a stern warning:
the Congress would not tolerate
voter list forgery. The party
would ensure forgery cases reg-
istered and cautioned officials
against political pressure.

“Governments may come and
g0, but the law will take its own
course. We will fight this battle

from the streets to the Supreme
Court,” he said.

Congress figures showed that
on the final day for claims and
objections, BJP's 2,133 BLAs sub-
mitted 18,896 deletion applica-
tions and 291 for additions. Con-
gress’s 110 BLASs filed just two
deletions and 185 additions.

State minister Gautam Dak
dismissed the Congress allega-
tions over the special intensive
revision (SIR) of voter lists. He
said the party sought contro-
versy amid absent real issues,
with the entire SIR process
transparent. The Election Com-
mission published the list and
provided a mechanism for
claims and objections.

“All the allegations levelled by
the Congress are baseless and
reflect its frustrated mindset. It
has become a habit of the Con-
gress to spread lies.”

Dak noted that the Election
C resi i d i

My forged signature used for 190
deletions from poll rolls: BJP BLA

Vijay Mathrani
letters@hindustantimes.com

BARMER: Ruga Ram, a BJP
booth-level agent (BLA) from the
Chohtan assembly constituency,
has accused unknown persons of
using forged signatures in his
name to seek deletion of 190 vot-
ers from the electoral rolls.

Ram, who has served as a
booth agent for nearly 15 years,
said this was the first time such
an incident had occurred in his
gram panchayat.

“Two of the deleted voters
belong to my own family, while
the majority are from a minority
community,” said Ram, BLA
from Booth No. 247 in the Sedwa

asan
constitutional body takes deci-
sions on timeline extensions

solely at its discretion, free of

political pressure.

“No final deletions have
occurred yet—only objections
are recorded at this stage. A final
decision will be taken after due
verification. Voters whose
names face wrongful removal
can submit documents for resto-
ration,” he said.

Dak added that had the Con-
gress raised objections after the
publication of the final voter list,
itwould have been understanda-
ble, as presently, only the pre-
liminary process is underway.

According to Ram, Form-7
applications for deletion of 190
voters were submitted to the
returning officer using fake sig-
natures attributed to him.
“When I tried to contact the con-
cerned booth level officer (BLO)
to verify the matter, my calls
went unanswered. After villag-
ers gathered and discussed the
issue, I clarified that the signa-
tures were not mine,” Ram said.

Terming the entire exercisea
case of fraud, he said heand the
villagers will go to the police to
lodge a complaint.

Baytu MLA Harish Choud-
hary said that the allegations

BJP BOOTH-LEVEL
AGENT RUGA RAM
CLAIMED MOST OF
DELETIONS WERE

FROM A MINORITY

COMMUNITY
WHILE TWO
BELONGED TO HIS

OWN FAMILY

made by BJP's own booth-level
agents expose the seriousness of
the issue. He claimed that sev-
eral Form-7 applications linked
to BJP's BLA-2 agents were
found suspicious, with the
agents themselves denying that
the forms carried their genuine
signatures. Choudhary alleged
that as per election rules, a
BLA-2 can submit a maximum
of 10 Form-7 applications in a
day, but in Barmer, hundreds of
forms were submitted in bulk,
which he described as a clear
violation of norms.

Choudhary further alleged
that despite the seriousness of
the matter, the districtadm
tration has not initiated any suo
motu action or registered FIRs
against those responsible. He
accused the BJP of undermining
democratic processes and said
the constitutional right to vote
cannot be taken away through

fraudulent means.

He also alleged that the SIR
process is being carried outin a
centralised manner, with forms
being filled at one location
instead of at the village level. In
several cases, applications werc
allegedly submitted to delete the
names of government employees
posted in the same villages. He
cited instances where forged sig:
natures of husbands were used
to seek deletion of their wives
names and claimed thatilliterate
villagers were made to sign
applications without under-
standing their contents.
Accusing the authorities of
attempting mass deletion of vot-
ers, Choudhary said that such
efforts are underway across the
district, citing examples from
Bishala, Janpalia, Harpalia, Arti,
Jalila, Bisasar, Jhadpa, and
Bhanwar.

Commenting on Choudhary’s
allegations, BJP leader Ramesh
Singh Inda said that the Con-
gress is making baseless allega-
tions. He clarified that only the
names of those voters are being
deleted who are registered af
two different locations. He added
that the Congress is crying foul
because its own misdeeds ar¢
coming to the fore.

Election officials in Barmer
were not available when con-
tacted for a comment.




Bengal’s 2.06 lakh electors
linked to over 6 children: EC

Damini Nath
New Delhi, January 19

DEFENDING ITS decision to
issue notices to electors flagged
for “logical discrepancies” inthe
ongoing Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR), the Election Commis-
sion hastold the Supreme Court
that 2.06 lakh electors in West
Bengal had been linked to more
thansixchildren —caseswhich
required “greater scrutiny” to
ensure the mapping was correct.

As per the EC’s October 27,
2025, instructions for the SIR in
12 states/UT, including West
Bengal, all registered electors
weretoestablishalink tothelast
intensive revision in their state/
UT through either their own
name or a parent’s name in the
previous roll. Those who could
not establish a link would be
asked toappear for hearingsand
provide additional documents
to prove their eligibility, includ-
ing citizenship.

The period for serving no-
tices is on until January 31

In its reply filed on Sunday,
the ECsaid “certain aspects” had
emerged during the SIR that
required a “different approach”.
It said technological tools had
been adopted for verification
process. “ECI has to also ensure
that details of citizens of West
Bengal are not misused through
mapping to any name where
there is no proof of parent-
children relationship,” it said.

The EC said the Electoral
Registration Officers (ERO) of
Assembly constituencies had
“generated notices for verifica-
tion” of five types of “identified
discrepancies” —amismatchin
the name of the elector as com-
pared to the last intensive revi-
sion roll; less than 15-year age
gap between electorand parent;
more than 50-year age gap be-
tween elector and parent; less
than 40-year age gap between
elector and grandparents; and,
six or more electors mapped as
progeny of one person. In case
of age gaps, the EC said whilethe

Afile photo of an SIR hearing in South Kolkata

age gap could be possible, it gave
rise to “suspicion”.

In the case of electors being
flagged for being one of six or
more children of the same per-
son, the EC said: “Tt was noticed
that in many caseselectors had
marked some unrelated person
as their parents to establish a
link to the previous SIR.”

Citing the National Family
Health Survey-5 0f 2019-21, the
EC said the average number of
children in a family is two or
three. Citing examples of elec-
tors linked to “unusually high
numbers of children”, it said
two electors had been linked to
389 and 310 progeny respect-
ively. Accordingtothe EC, 4.59
lakhelectors had beenlinked to
more than five children; 2.06
lakh to more than six children;
8,682 to more than 10 children;
50to more than 20 children; 14
to more than 30 children; 10 to
more than 40 children; 10 to
morethan 50 children; sevento
more than 100 children; and
two to more than 200 children.

“Many of such instances are
scientifically impossible to en-
tertain asvalid mapping. There-
fore, cases in which six or more
electors have mapped/ linked
themselves to one person,
merits greater scrutiny as re-
gards validity of linkage. Insuch
cases, EROs are issuing notices
to verify whether matching has
been done correctly toweed out
chanceof fraudulent mapping,”

the EC said.

The EC was replying to an
application filed by TMC MP
Dola Sen on January 4. The SC
is hearing a batch of petitions
challenging the EC’s June 24,
2025, order to conduct an SIR of
electoral rolls.

The EC’s reply marks the
first instance where it has ex-
plained the process of generat-
ing notices for “logical discrep-
ancies” flagged by a software --
which was not mentioned inits
June 24, 2025 order or in the
October 27, 2025 detailed in-
structions for the SIR in 12
states/UTs.

The EC said “there is no
automated generation of no-
tices under the SIR exercise”
and “notices are generated by
EROs by selecting the option
forgeneration of notices on the
ERO App”. However, what the
EC did not mention is that the
notices are generated through
a centralised software and ap-
pear on the ERO log-in for the
ERO to consider, as sources in-
volved in the process have told
The Indian Express.

“EROsare issuing notices by
signing them after application
of mind based on the informa-
tion available with him and as
provided by the BLO
[Booth Level Officer] through
the BLO App with respect to
mapping of entries and their
linkage to the previous SIR roll
0f2002,” it said.
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BJP conspiring to remove our

volers from electoral rolls_j (ong

First India Bureau
New Delhi

Congress on Monday al-
leged large-scale irregu-
larities in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in Raj-
asthan, claiming that the
exercise was being mis-
used to add bogus voters
and delete names of
Congress supporters.
The party also demand-
ed a forensic examina-
tion of the forms submit-
ted in the state.

Raj Pradesh Congress
Committee president Go-
vind Singh Dotasra and
Leader of Opposition in
the state assembly Tika
Ram Jully alleged collu-
sion between the BJP and
the Election Commission.

Cong alleged that in-
stead of SIR, a “Congress
Voter Removal” exercise
was underway in Rajast-
han. Jully demanded that
the EC and the Supreme
Court order a forensic
probe to ascertain “where
these were printed and
who brought them here.

PCC chief Govind Singh Dotasra, Leader of Opposition Tika Ram
Jully addressing a press conf at party office in New Delhi, Monday.

CONGRESS ATTACKING SIR EXERCISE EVEN BEFORE
PRELIMINARY STAGE IS OVER: GAUTAM KUMAR DAK

Rajasthan Cooperative Minister Gautam Kumar

Dak on Monday accused the Congress of deliber-

ately misleading public over the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls in the state. He asserted that the
process was transparent and was being carried out strictly
under the supervision of the Election Commission. Talk-
ing to reporters after a grievance redressal programme
at the BJP’s state headquarters in Jaipur, Dak said the
opposition was raising objections to the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise even before the completion of its
preliminary stage. “No final deletion of names has taken
place so far. Only claims and objections are being invited,
and every case will be examined as per procedure,” he
said. The minister clarified that anyone who felt their name
has been wrongly objected to could submit documents for
verification and have it restored after scrutiny. Decisions
related to extension of dates or other procedural aspects
rest solely on the EC, he added.
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